
CALL FOR THE ORGANISATION OF THE 
10th AIROYOUNG WORKSHOP 

Organising a scientific event is a valuable experience that can be 
included on your CV. 

Getting involved in AIROYoung offers an opportunity to take a more 
active role in the community. 

Organise the next AIROYoung Workshop at your university! 
Here’s all you need to know. 

What is the AIROYoung Workshop?
The AIROYoung Workshop (AYW) has become an annual international occasion for 
PhD students and young researchers to meet, exchange knowledge, and present 
novel research contributions in the field of Operational Research and Decision & Data 
Science. 

Format 
● The AYW must be held in Italy. As we are part of the Italian OR Society (AIRO),

the workshop will need to take place at an Italian university. If you want to
organise something abroad, think about an event for our twin forum
EUROYoung.

● There will not be fees for participants. The event has always been designed
to include all kinds of students, independently from their university funds, so
participation in the next AYW (like all the previous ones) will have to be free for
all participants. To further help those who may have limited funds, every year
we offer the chance to win an accommodation grant to those participants (on
average 10) who registered first for the event. This means that part of the



challenge is also to engage with potential sponsors, which may be, e.g., your 
university or local industrial partners. 

● Generally, the workshop is a three-day event - but the duration can vary - with 
a couple of plenary talks from distinguished professors and sessions for 
young researchers, dedicated to presenting their work.  

● There is the possibility of organising a poster session within the workshop, to 
the discretion of the organisers. Other initiatives or ideas are welcome but will 
need to be agreed upon with the AIROYoung board. 

● The AYW is usually held in February or March, to leave some months between 
the workshop and ODS, the annual conference organised by AIRO and typically 
held in September. The exact dates can be freely defined, depending on 
convenience/prices/local events. 

● Extra activities (e.g. social dinner and/or tourist activities) are strongly 
encouraged to help social networking. If funds do not allow sponsoring them, 
it is okay to offer these at an extra cost paid by participants. 

● The workshop should aim to be as plastic-free as possible to minimize its 
environmental impact, with particular attention to the gadgets and the coffee 
breaks, where plastic use is often highest. 

● The workshop should be accessible for people with reduced mobility and/or 
other physical disabilities, to ensure that all participants can fully engage in the 
event. 

 

Special session for the 10th AIROYoung Workshop 
As part of next year’s workshop program, there will be a special round table on 
AIROYoung as a celebratory moment for the 10 years of the AYW, which will offer a 
space for open discussion and reflection on the evolution and future directions of our 
community. 
This round table will be co-organised by the board and the winning applicants. 
 

Winner announcement 
By the end of July 2025, every applicant will receive an email with the scores of all 
submissions and the name of the winning organising committee. Also, we will 
announce the winning organising committee during the next ODS conference. 
 

Why you should do it 
● Increase your visibility in the OR community. 
● Increase the visibility of your research group. 
● Challenge yourself with an organisation/management task. 
● Get closer to your colleagues and work in a team with them. 
● Get to know the AIROYoung board as an “insider”, see how we work behind 

the scenes and collaborate with us. 
● Put it on your CV. 



How to apply
If you are interested, send your application to airo.young.researchers@mail.com by 
carefully following the guidelines described in the attached document, which reports all 
evaluation criteria and tie-breaking rules, using the provided submission template. 

Submission deadline 
July 15, 2025 

Contacts
For any doubts or questions, you can reach the AIROYoung board at 
airo.young.researchers@gmail.com. 

mailto:airo.young.researchers@mail.com
mailto:airo.young.researchers@gmail.com


Evaluation criteria 
To guarantee transparency and equity, every application will be evaluated by the AY 
Board according to the criteria detailed in the table below. 
 

CRITERION DESCRIPTION SCORE 

ORGANISING 
COMMITTEE 

Provide the committee’s 
composition by specifying 
each member’s position 
(e.g., postdoctoral 
researcher, PhD student). At 
least two of the committee 
members have to be 
affiliated with the candidate 
host institution. 

Max 15 points, computed by 
assigning 2.5 points to every 
member of the committee plus 
2.5 points if there is at least 
one postdoctoral researcher. 
Note: of course, you can be 
as many as you like on the 
committee. 

LOCATION Indicate the venue where 
you would like to organise 
the next AYW. 
Specify also if it is in 
Northern, Central or 
Southern and Insular Italy, 
and if it would be the first 
time for the AYW to be 
organised there. 

Max 15 points, computed as 
follows: 

● 0 points if the venue is 
in the same 
geographical position 
as the previous AYW: 

● 5 points if the venue is 
in the same 
geographical position 
as the AYW of two 
editions before; 

● 10 points otherwise. 
 
plus 5 points if the venue is 
new (i.e., the AYW has never 
been organised there), 
independently from the 
geographical position. 

LOGISTICS PLAN Describe the venue that you 
think can be suitable for the 
next AYW. 
Explain in detail how this 
venue can be reached by 
participants arriving by using 
different modes of 
transportation, considering 
times and costs. 
Include also any agreements 
that may be considered with 
local transport. 
 
Include a description of any 

Max 5 points, based on the 
quality of the information 
provided. 



accessibility measure that is 
available at the candidate 
host venue. 

WORKSHOP 
THEME 

Describe in general terms 
the theme of the next AYW 
by addressing the following 
aspects: 

● actuality (is the 
proposed theme a hot 
topic in the 
community?) 

● novelty (is the 
proposed theme new 
with respect to the 
themes of the 
previous AYW?) 

● relevance (is the 
proposed theme 
considerable?) 

● interdisciplinarity 
(does the proposed 
theme allow for 
connections with 
other disciplines?) 

● motivation (why do 
you propose this 
theme?) 

Max 10 points, computed by 
assigning a maximum of 2 
points to each of the aspects. 

PROVISIONAL 
PLENARY 
SPEAKERS 

Indicate between two or 
three plenary speakers 
which you would like to 
invite to the next AYW. 
Specify why they would be 
relevant and coherent with 
the theme you propose. 

Max 10 points,  
● Max 3 points to each 

plenary speaker  
● 1 point if at least one of 

the speakers has an 
international affiliation 

LIST OF 
POTENTIAL 
LOCAL 
INDUSTRIAL 
SPONSORS 

Provide a list of potential 
local industrial sponsors by 
explicitly writing why you 
believe you can reach each 
one of them with a chance of 
obtaining support. 
  
Note: do not include in the 
list any “historical” sponsors 
which have funded previous 
editions of the AYW. 

Max 15 points, computed by 
assigning a maximum of 3 
points to each sponsor. 

FUNDS FROM Indicate if any funds from Max 15 points, computed by 



DEPARTMENT/ 
UNIVERSITY 

your department or 
university may be obtained 
to organise the next AYW. 
Also, specify any 
requirements. 

assigning 0.5 points every 
100 €. 
 
Note: the total amount of the 
funds can of course exceed 
3000 €. 

FINANCIAL PLAN Describe in detail any 
expenses and incomes that 
you estimate to have, to 
demonstrate the feasibility 
and reliability of your idea.    

Max 15 points, assigned as 
follows: 

● 0 points if no 
information is provided; 

● max 3 points if 
provided information is 
insufficient; 

● between 4 and 8 points 
if provided information 
is sufficient; 

● between 9 and 12 
points if the provided 
information is good; 

● between 13 and 15 
points if provided 
information is excellent. 

TOTAL SCORE  Maximum 100 points. 
 
Note that, in your application, it is okay to have estimates: we do not need the final 
numbers, but your submission has to show that choosing your committee/university 
would be a good bet. 
 
If two or more applications get the same total score, a ranking will be obtained by 
considering the sum of the points attributed to the location, to the funds from the 
department/university, and to the financial plan. 
 
In case of a further tie, we will consider the following criteria, in order of importance: 

1) Location 
2) Logistic plan 
3) Theme 
4) Local committee 

 
   
  




